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It therefore behoves us briefly to survey the tenor and trend
of these movements.
Thoroughgoing secularists will hear of only one inspira-
tion to the humanitarian awakening. To them its richest
fruits are traceable to the "philosophers'5 of the French
Revolution, Rousseau and Voltaire are their supreme gods;
while around these "all-highest", on thrones of less resplen-
dent glory, are grouped a galaxy of minor "divinities",
including Montesquieu and Diderot, Mirabeau and Turgot,
Quesney and Mably. Such names, though suggestive of
widely different systems of thought, are to the uncom-
promising rationalist synonymous with the highest good;
while the French Revolution, for which they paved the way,
is regarded as the foundation of modern liberty and progress.
Now, that the French Revolution accomplished much,
no one will deny. Yet, when all credits are recorded,
there remains a huge debit sheet. For decades, even to those
at first sympathetic, the Revolution suggested little but
chaos. It is easy to say that Britain greeted the dawn of the
Revolution and became affrighted by its shadows. In the
perspective of distance there is much to be said for and
against this catastrophic eruption. But it is suggestive that
thousands of liberal, high-minded Englishmen, like Words-
worth and Fox, greeted the advent of the Revolution with
joy, yet, seeing its first fruits, came to loathe it. It must
be remembered too that the "philosophers" of the French
Revolution drew the substance of their teaching from the
English Deists. Yet, under the domination of Deism in
England, social conditions sank to an appallingly low ebb;
and until the great Religious Revival began to kindle the
imagination and touch the emotion of the populace, they
rapidly were becoming worse.
Again, it is notable that in France the chaos of an un-
controlled Radicalism gave place to the iron discipline of
a military despot; for only under the tyranny of Napoleon's
legions was order re-established. And though in this re-